
Don’t let social distancing disconnect us! 
Remember, you’re not alone. You’re a part of the storytelling community. We’re going to get through 
this difficult time together. Let’s connect virtually! 

Around this time of the year, we usually start noticing signs of spring and feeling lighter, but lately we have been 
forced to deal with unexpected surprises instead. The situation is full of uncertainties and anxieties, but let’s get 
away from the reality for a moment and talk about something fun! 

Well, let’s see…what happened in February?  We had the Area F1 & F4 Table Topics 
and International Speech contests on February 21, 2020.  Jacki Williams-Jones and 
yours truly represented StoryMasters this year.  Without any advance coordination, we 
dressed appropriately for the theme "Peace, Love, and Soul." And of course, we didn’t 
forget to put up the Peace signs!  Are we groovy or what? 

The Table Topic question was "If you could make one wish to 
change the world, what could it be and why?" 

French teacher Jacki’s wish was to have everybody learn 
another language. Why not? Learning even one word in another language can make a big 
difference. Her answer was on point!  It was beautifully crafted and charming.  

I threw my hat in the International Speech Contest ring last December. My goal was to beat 
myself from three years ago, but to be honest, there were times I thought I should withdraw 
my entry. I had a couple of ideas, but nothing seemed working. After trashing one story after 
another, finally I was able to compete with a speech titled "There is No Such Thing!"  Did I 
beat old myself?  YES! 

Jacki and I both ended the contest journey with second place trophies.  StoryMasters, thank 
you for your support and cheers!  Gracias, merci, grazie, do jeh, danke sehr, khop khun mak kha, spasiba, mahalo, 
efharisto, arigato!  

There is more!  District 1 Program Quality Director, Brad Stauffer, presented 
Appreciation Awards to Mallery McMurtrey as 2018-19 Youth Leadership 
Program Chair and Tina Tomiyama as 2018-19 Division B Chief Judge.  
Congratulations and thank you for your service, Mallery and Tina! 

Don’t forget the 2020 contest season is still going.  Please stay tuned for 
updates from the District and support your areas and divisions virtually. 
Now, Peace out ✌  
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Let’s tell stories online!  
We’re encouraged to observe social distancing, but it doesn’t mean that we need 
to stop writing and telling stories. Let’s dive into the virtual world together and 
share stories online. StoryMasters’ next meeting, April 5th (remember?—the 
second Sunday is Easter, so our next meeting falls on the first Sunday of April) 
will be conducted via Zoom.   

The protocols for virtual meetings are similar to face-to-face meetings.  Don’t 
multi-task. Be present while you’re in the meeting. Don’t join the meeting at the 
last minute.  Whether you’re just attending or participating as a functionary, you 
need to maintain professionalism and know your duties before the meeting.  I 
can’t emphasize enough how important preparation is.  So how do you prepare? 

District 1 kindly shared their Zoom tutorial with us.  (Thank you, Brad Stauffer!)  
Best Practices for Online Club Meetings on Zoom 
Please review it and set up the app on your gadget before the meeting.   

If you want to learn more, there are plenty of tutorials to guide you.   
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/200101697 
Please shoot me a note if you want to experience how a virtual meeting works in advance.  I’m here to help. 

Storytelling on Stage vs Storytelling on Screen 

The first time I took on VP of Education was 2011. It was 
such a fun experience until, in an unexpected twist, I had to 
leave the country due to a visa issue. Thanks to technology 
and the club’s support, I became a virtual VPE. I was able to 
coordinate and join virtual meetings without too many issues 
— sometimes from Canada, sometimes from Japan. I was 
even inducted as President virtually. When I learned that I 
needed to give an incoming President’s address on screen, I 
realized that my delivery style wasn’t right for this. Lots of 
adjustments were needed for screen. It took me some days to 
learn what works and what doesn’t. 

The biggest difference between on stage vs on screen is the distance from the audience. When you tell a story on 
stage, the closest audience member is still a few feet away from you. You need to exaggerate your facial expressions 
and body gestures to show your emotions to the audience sitting in the back. You may want to raise your volume, 
too. But on screen, you’re a close-up to every single person. They can easily catch your subtle movements and 
emotions. If you perform on screen as you do on stage, you may look silly. A little hand gesture that doesn’t bother 
us when you perform on stage can be a big distraction on screen. 

Note: When I posted an article along with the picture back then, a member said to me, "Ah, that’s what you were doing!"  She 
noticed that I wasn’t fully present at one point.  (Yes, I was multi-tasking by taking the picture.)   
Remember, even when you are not speaking, you are a close-up.  Somebody is watching you! 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15PSDBcCFFSYlMayFCJEjooPMZW84aYB9/view?usp=sharing
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/200101697


Moments by Tales by the Sea 

I had the privilege of sharing my story at Tales by the 
Sea on March 8.  Tales by the Sea is a quarterly 
storytelling concert in Malibu.  If you haven’t attended, 
you should definitely check it out. It’s one of my very 
favorite storytelling shows. 

Beautiful venue, gorgeous ocean view, tasty vegan soup, enchanting music and stories. What else could I 
wish for? So when I was booked for the show and shared the same stage with other stellar storytellers, I 
was ecstatic! This amazing opportunity wouldn’t have happened if I hadn’t joined StoryMasters. 

Please let me thank each one of you again for your guidance and friendship! 

Is This My Job? by Institute of Musical Arts 
On March 14, I enjoyed a wonderful storytelling concert, "Is This My Job?" presented by Institute of Musical Arts (IMA).  

Five women, including our own Margaret Mitchell and Tina Tomiyama, shared their unique 
and hilarious stories about their years in the workplace as they were interviewed to become 
youth mentors.  Oh, what a delightful afternoon it was! 

After the show, the superlative storyteller Barbara H. Clark shared a 
behind-the-stage story.  One and a half days before the show, she found 
out that one of the previously scheduled storytellers could not make it.  It 
was a little too late to find another storyteller, so she stepped in, found a 
story in her portfolio that worked for the show, and learned it within 1.5 
days.  Who knew?  Everything flowed beautifully.  I bet that nobody 
suspected the last minute replacement. 
     "If I can do it, anybody can do it." Barbara smiled.   

Well, "anybody" is an understatement, but I think that it’s a good idea to refresh our own portfolios 
of stories and organize them just in case. We too might have future opportunities like this. 
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Storytelling Stub ~ Ride the Wave of Laughter 
Comedic timing is hard for me to measure. I always pause for laughter, but how long is long enough? 

One time, while I was telling a story, I paused for laughter. The laugh was 
bigger than I thought it would be, which caught me off guard. My mind went 
blank! For the next few seconds, I struggled to remember the next line. Then 
the second wave of laughter came, and it was even bigger than the first one. 

Not everybody gets your joke at the same time. That’s why pauses are 
important. When you tell jokes back to back, you still need to wait, but you 
don’t want to wait for too long, either. 

Pausing for laughter is like surfing.  We need to understand, feel, and ride the 
wave. 

Reference: 
• The Art and Science of Comedic Timing 
• Comedy Timing Secrets 

• Comic Timing – The Pause That Refreshes
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

So many things to be grateful for! 
Because the current situation is concerning, let’s talk about we can appreciate.  Actually, there are many things!  

• Random acts of kindness 
I enjoy seeing people’s generosity. People are helping each other or offering help.   

• Technology 
Virtual meeting technology was already good when I was a virtual VPE, but it wasn’t as good as it is now.  
Thanks to more advanced technology, virtual communication is smooth and becoming widely accepted. 

• Online shopping 
We may have love and hate relationships with online shopping, but let’s face it.  It is convenient at a situation 
like this, isn’t it?  Especially when going to stores seems scary and exhausting… 

‣ Toilet paper: https://www.amazon.com/toilet-paper/s?k=toilet+paper 

‣ Fresh vegetables: http://www.farmfreshtoyou.com/ ($15 off code: EVEL6588) 

‣ Water: Turn the faucet on.  As far as I know, you’re not going to get sick from drinking tap water! 

• Quality time with myself 
I neglected myself for so long. Sure, there was "me time" from time to time, but spending time alone doesn’t 
mean it’s quality time. This is the chance to reconnect with myself and be more creative.   

What are you grateful for?   
Until we meet each other in person, see you soon virtually.   We are just one computer away!   
Okay, it’s time to wash my hands… 

—Miyo Yamauchi
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