
Fireside Stories II 
We were treated to heartwarming stories, invaluable feedback, tasty 
dishes, and wonderful company on December 8, 2019. 

When we decided to do Fireside Stories II back in July, I knew that it would be one 
of a kind. So did you, I guess, because our holiday showcase was sold out within a 
few hours after the invitation was sent out and the waitlist was getting longer each 
day.       

The room was set up by Padma Ilangovan, Tina 
and Jiro Tomiyama (Jiro is a big behind-the-
scene support person!). The tasty dishes were 
organized by Debbie Kenneybrew, Catherine 
Magruder, Anna Ziss-Patton and Caroline 
Kennedy. Mallery McMurtrey added a personal 
touch to our guest packet. The beautiful 
program was created by Tina and I designed the 
calendar.   
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Educational Achievements: 
   ACG: Miyo Yamauchi 
   DTM: Miyo Yamauchi 
   PM5: Margaret Mitchell 
New Members: 
   Angelica Duran 
   Sarita Jackson 
   Michael Jones 
   Caroline Kennedy 
   Jorge Sciupac 
   Mark Walsh 
100% Club Officers Trained in 
summer 
Membership Renewal on Time 
Club Officer List on Time 
 
Thank you for your contributions, 
StoryMasters! Please keep up 
with your awesome work in 2020! 

Next StoryMasters 

January 12, 2020 @ 3-5 PM 

RSVP: tomiyama@mac.com 

Upcoming  
District 1 Events 
 
Toastmasters Leadership 
Institute (TLI) 
Saturday, January 25, 2020  
Cal State Dominguez Hills 
Stay tuned for more details. 
 
The speech contest season is 
approaching.  This time, it 
will be Table Topics and 
International Speech 
Contests. 
Who’s in, StoryMasters?
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Distinguished 
Club 
Program

     StoryMasters 
We wish you all the best for the new year! 
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Everything was perfect…except for the weather.  It had been going downhill since Friday. 
What, SoCal? Are you saying that we’ll have rain on our special day? But the weather was 
on our side, too. On Sunday, we had some drizzle here and there, but by the time we 
started our showcase, rays of light started shining through the clouds. Beautiful colored 
leaves welcomed our guests. Yep, it was time to start our showcase! 

Once again, StoryMasters 
exceeded my expectation.  Oh, 
it was such a delightful 
afternoon, wasn’t it?  (I’m 
truly sorry if you missed it!)   

Our Toastmaster, Mallery McMurtrey, who stepped up 
at the last minute when the original Toastmaster 
couldn’t make it, led our showcase masterfully. 

Five heart-warming stories were presented: 
Escape from Irish Ridge by Margaret Mitchell: Her Aunt Margaret’s story kept us in suspense. I couldn’t wait to 
hear what would happen next! 
At Mom’s Kitchen Table by Lin Van Gelder: Lin beautifully illustrated her mom’s story with tender—and hilarious
—anecdotes and warmed our hearts. 
Friday Night Lights by Michael S. Jones: Michael kept us engaged with his story about miraculous help for car 
trouble on a busy street. We all could resonate to the pain and hope with similar miracles.  
That Would Be Silly by Antoinette Byron: Did Antoinette tell a true story or a fictional one?  Ummm, I wonder 
which parts were true… Regardless, her story put smiles on our faces! 
Your Mother Is Not My Daughter by Miyo Yamauchi: It was my honor to share my grandma story at our special 
event. The truth may never be known, but our curiosity was certainly piqued!  

Jacki Williams-Jones conducted our constructive evaluation segment with Janine 
Burke, Kathy Falco, Tina Tomiyama, Jorge Sciupac and Aprille Isham. I always 
learn something new and useful from the feedback. Today was no exception! Oh, it 
was so good! 

And of course, our meeting would not have been successful without our other key 
functionaries: 
Timer: Angelica Duran 
Word Master: Debbie (“Togetherness”) Kenneybrew 
Videographer: Judith Ferber 
Logistics/SAA: Padmarajan Ilangovan 
Cleanup: Everybody - you know who you are! 

 
Thank you all for your continuous support and love for StoryMasters and the storytelling community!  
Save the date for our next meeting, January 12th. Looking forward to hearing your stories in 2020! 
Happy holidays and New Year, everybody!  Keep writing and performing! 
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Upcoming Events  
For this holiday season, let’s explore different types of performances and get inspired!  You may be surprised to see how 
you might be able to incorporate their techniques in your storytelling. 

Questions?  You know where to find me! 

Christmas Smackdown

Date: December 5, 2019 – December 15, 2019 
The schedule varies. Please check the website. 
Venue: Cahuenga General Store (5510 Cahuenga Blvd, North Hollywood, CA 91601) 
Cost: $25 
Get a ticket here

Christmas Smackdown is a depraved musical revue that gathers up your most cherished Yuletide sentiments, slams 
them to the mat and stomps them lifeless. It’s cleverly-made and H-I-L-A-R-I-O-U-S.  You won’t regret!  

Poetry By the Sea
Date: December 15, 2019 
Time: 3 PM 
Venue: Malibu United Methodist Church (30128 Morning View Drive, Malibu 90265) 
Cost: Free (RSVP not required)

Quarterly poetry concerts that bring to life the concerns and passions of this age. Each poetry concert includes an open 
mic after the featured poets.

We Should Hang Out Sometimes
Date: December 27, 2019 
Time: 8 PM - 9:30 PM 
Venue: Santa Monica Playhouse & Group Theatre (1211 4th St, Santa Monica, CA 90401) 
Cost: $20 
Get a ticket here

One man show about Josh Sundquist tracking down all the girls he'd ever tried to date to ask why they rejected him. 
What I liked about his show was how he engaged with the audience and how he presented.  Even before the show 
started, the audience was already engaging with his storyline. The visual effect is super cool!

SoloFest 2020
Date: January 4, 2020 – March 28, 2020 
The schedule varies. 
Venue: Whitefire Theater (13500 Ventura Blvd, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423) 
Check the schedule here.  
More shows will be available soon.  Please keep checking!

SoloFest brings dozens of shows in 60 days celebrating solo artists from around the globe.   
Each storyteller shares their compelling and often unusual take on life.  I saw some solo artists’ shows in 2019. They 
were quite intriguing!

3

Musical

Poetry

Solo show

Solo show festival

STORYMASTERS DECEMBER 2019

https://www.christmassmackdown.com/tickets
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/we-should-hang-out-sometime-tickets-77950113889
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/browse.html?start_date=01/01/2020&end_date=03/28/2021&min_dollar=0&max_dollar=&keywords=Solofest+2020&state=CA&country=United+States&sortby=date


Storytelling Stub ~ Know Your Audience 
We all know that "knowing your audience" is one of the most important key elements when we tell a story.  
But how so?   

Where they laugh, what they respond to, how they resonate to your story, and what they crave vary.  Even 
when they ask you to bring a humorous story, "funny" may be different depending on the audience.   

If you’re invited to tell a story, it’s always a good idea to attend 
the show beforehand. Check out not only the venue but also the 
audience, and tune your story for them. 

Reference: 
• How to Get to know Your Audience to Tell Better Stories 

• Define Who: 5 Ways to Know Your Audience 

• Great Data Storytelling Means Knowing Your Audience
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

Get the Ball Rolling and See Where It Takes You 
How did the year 2019 treat you? Very well, I hope. Believe it or not, every five years, I get a pivotal year.  
I moved to the United States in 2004, joined Toastmasters in 2009, became Area Governor AND found 
StoryMasters in 2014. When the year 2019 started, I wondered what would happen this time.  But the five-year 
theory could be just a myth, right? 

One morning in January, while I was coding (I’m a programmer, by the way), I thought, "I’ve been programming 
for decades. Maybe it’s time to spice it up!" and decided to register my own business and give myself a little 
satisfaction. A few days later, I was sitting at my bank to open a business account. When the banker asked me 
about my business plan and marketing strategy, suddenly I felt overwhelmed. It sounded so official!  I felt that I 
was stepping into a grown-up zone. When you don't have any plan or strategy, what do you do? Start with the 
looks! I created a website and made business cards, which I always forget to carry, but their existence makes me 
feel happy. Once I made everything look official, interesting jobs started knocking on my door and stimulating 
my creative mind throughout the year. 

In the meantime, my storytelling world is growing faster and faster. I was blessed with many incredible 
opportunities to tell my stories and meet terrific storytellers this year. When I joined StoryMasters five years ago, 
I’d never imagined that any of these excitements would happen to me. So I started another website to record my 
storytelling journey.  

Well, it was an eventful year after all. And just when I thought these two elements were pivotal enough, another 
big event happened. After completing my final project, the Folk Tale, which received a huge reaction, I received 
my Distinguished Toastmaster designation!  StoryMasters, I couldn’t have achieved it without your nagging 
encouragement and supports.  THANK YOU! 

There is no perfect starting point, but we all need to start from somewhere. So get the ball rolling, put your wish 
in the universe, and see where it takes you. Your pivotal year is waiting for you! 

Miyo Yamauchi
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http://thestorytelleragency.com/goodreads/how-to-get-to-know-your-audience-to-tell-better-stories
https://www.sparkol.com/en/blog/define-who-5-ways-to-know-your-audience
https://www.watershedlrs.com/blog/data-storytelling-know-your-audience

